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President's Message 
 

From the Desk of Christopher McCarthy, Outgoing RAC NYSCAR President: 
 
It's been a great three years for the Rochester Area Chapter. The Chapter has nearly 
doubled average monthly event attendance, bringing many eyes to new projects and 
developments in the area and has also featured a number of local non-profits. The Golf 
Tournament and, especially, the Annual Gala have both grown, raising public and 
Affiliate awareness of what our Chapter’s members do and what they have available to 
develop. I expect even more opportunities coming in 2026 with the new Student 
Membership and the removal of the cap on Affiliate members. The year 2026 is set to 
welcome many new members and bring in a new generation of Commercial real estate 
professionals.  
 
In addition, two local groups have launched new programs for Commercial real estate 
owners and developers. Check them out and start the new year with a boost. 
 
Rochester/Finger Lakes Film Commission SuperScout lets you post your properties for 
consideration by filming crews scouting locations in the Rochester Region. 
 
PulseLocale redefines how community members discover, follow and engage with local 
projects, while empowering project owners to cultivate public engagement and trust. 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 
RAC NYSCAR's Kick-Off Luncheon is January 15, 2026 

 

Once again, we're excited to have our Kick-Off Luncheon at the Genesee Valley Club 
(GVC). 

https://rochester-finger-lakes-film-commission.5sct.com/
https://pulselocale.com/
https://roc.nyscar.org/
https://roc.nyscar.org/


 
Please Note: Because of the holiday and the headcount deadline required by 
GVC, our registration timing will be different. Details and registration will be sent 
out to members via Constant Contact/Eventbrite on December 29, with a 
reminder on January 5 and a "Last Chance" on January 9. 
 
Please take this time to invite colleagues that interact with the Commercial real estate 
community, who are not members. They may come as your guest. This is an excellent 
opportunity to show them the value of being a member with us. 
 
An important word about our Guest Policy. We LOVE guests and they are always 
welcome! However, after attending two (2) of our events, and if the guest finds value in 
attending and wishes to attend more events, we respectfully ask that they join our 
organization. 
 
If you already have someone who is interested in joining RAC NYSCAR this year, our 
2026 member applications are now available. Download the 2026 RAC NYSCAR 
Membership Application. If you have any questions about membership. please contact 
our Membership Chair Adam Rooney. 

 

 

 

 

Interested in Hosting a 2026 Lunch Event? 
 

Any member in RAC NYSCAR in good standing may host an event. We have lots of 
openings for those who want eyes on their properties and/or who have relevant real 
estate knowledge to share with our members. We invite our hosts to include a favorite 
not-for-profit speaker as well. 
 
Event timing is flexible. Instead of a lunch, if a host prefers a Breakfast or a 
Cocktail/Networking event, any of those would be welcome. Typically, our events are 
the second Thursday of every month. However, if a host prefers a different day, that's 
OK, too! 
 
For more particulars or to reserve a date, contact Event Co-Chairs Laura West and/or 
Colleen Wightman. 
 
Download RAC NYSCAR's 2026 Events Calendar (Always a work in progress) 

 

Be Sure to Pay Your RAC NYSCAR Dues! 
 

Invoices for 2026 dues were sent to all active members via USPS in November. You 
can pay by mailing your payment to: 
 

New York State Commercial Association of REALTORS®, Inc. 
130 Washington Avenue, 

Albany NY 12210 
 
You may also pay online by using this link, which will bring you to the NYSAR portal. 
Follow the instructions on the page on how to login. Click "My Orders" and then "Pay 
Dues" to securely pay online. 
 

https://nyscar.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2026-NYSCAR-Rochester-Chapter-App.pdf
https://nyscar.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2026-NYSCAR-Rochester-Chapter-App.pdf
https://nyscar.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2026-NYSCAR-Rochester-Chapter-App.pdf
mailto:adam@benchmarkra.com
mailto:lwest501@gmail.com
mailto:123GetRealEstate@gmail.com
https://roc.nyscar.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2025/12/Website-2026-Events-Calendar.pdf
https://nysarportal.ramcoams.net/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f


If you did not receive your dues invoice in the mail or have any other issues, please 
contact admin@rochesternyscar.com for assistance. 

 

 

 

 

Broker Vote Taken at the Gala Voted in RAC NYSCAR's 2026 
Board of Directors and By-Laws Amendments Approved  

 

In accordance with the Rochester Area Chapter NYSCAR By-Laws, a Broker vote 
was taken at the November 20 Annual Awards Gala and approved to vote in our 2026 
RAC NYSCAR Board of Directors. 
 

Slate of Officers 
Peter Gillett - President -- Term expires on December 31, 2026 

Thomas C. Latta - Vice President -- Term expires on December 31, 2026 
Adam Rooney - Treasurer -- Term expires on December 31, 2026 

Laura West - Secretary -- Term expires on December 31, 2026 
 

New Directors 
Courtney Janto -- Term expires on December 31, 2027 

Rob Jones – Term expires on December 31, 2027 
 
Director terms for Andrew Gearhart and Colleen Wightman expire on December 31, 
2026. Term for Justin Merriam, who moves from Secretary to Director, expires on 
December 31, 2026.  
 
We would like to welcome Courtney Janto and Rob Jones to our Board and would 
also like to thank our departing 2025 President, Christopher McCarthy, and Director, 
Dexter Craig, for their fine service during their tenure on the RAC NYSCAR Board. 
 

********************************************** 
 

RAC NYSCAR By-Laws regarding Affiliate Members and adding a Student 
Membership were also approved by the Brokers on November 20. Changes are 
highlighted in red below. For any questions regarding the By-Laws amendments, 
please contact Christopher McCarthy, 2025 President, at crmccart@kw.com. 
 
ARTICLE IV 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
There shall be three four classes of Members as follows: 
 
A. REALTOR® Membership in the Chapter is open to any licensed real estate broker, 
salesperson or appraiser, who holds membership, and remains in good standing, in 
the New York State Commercial Association of REALTORS®, the New York State 
Association of REALTORS®, Inc., and the National Association of REALTORS®. 
(“Individual Members”) 
 
B. Institute Affiliate Membership in the Chapter is open to any individual who holds 
Institute Affiliate Membership in NYSCAR, the New York State Association of 
REALTORS® and the National Association of REALTORS®. They shall not be 
eligible to vote or hold elective office in the Chapter. (“Affiliate Members”) 
 

mailto:admin@rochesternyscar.com
mailto:crmccart@kw.com


C. Affiliate Members shall be other individuals or firms who, while not engaged in the 
real estate profession as provided in paragraphs (A) or (B) of this section, have 
interests requiring information concerning Commercial and Investment real estate, 
and are in agreement with the objectives of the Chapter. They shall not be eligible to 
vote or to hold elective office in the Chapter. Best efforts shall be used to ensure that 
the Affiliate Members are less than 35% of the overall membership. (“Affiliate 
Members)” 
 
D. Student Membership shall be other individuals who, are currently attending high 
school or enrolled in college and up to 6 months post graduation and otherwise not 
engaged in the real estate profession as provided in paragraphs (A) or (B) of this 
section. They shall not be eligible to vote or to hold elective office in the Chapter. 
(“Student Members”) 

 

 

 

 

Last but Not Least ... 
Don't Forget to Update Your Profile on the RAC NYSCAR 

Website 
 

If members have not already done so, please check and update your Member Profile 
on our updated RAC NYSCAR website. It's easy to do and will take only a few minutes. 
It's a good practice to make sure the State has your contact information correctly. You 
can also download a photo and bio. Click here for step-by-step instructions to update 
your Member Profile. 
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Please forward our Newsletter to any professional in the Commercial Real Estate Community. 

New members and guests are always welcomed and encouraged. 
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https://roc.nyscar.org/chapter-members/
https://roc.nyscar.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2025/05/RAC-NYSCAR-TIME-TO-UPDATE-YOUR-NYSCAR-PROFILE-20250505.pdf
https://roc.nyscar.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2025/05/RAC-NYSCAR-TIME-TO-UPDATE-YOUR-NYSCAR-PROFILE-20250505.pdf
https://roc.nyscar.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/roc-nyscar
https://www.facebook.com/RochesterNYSCAR

